
Otterburn Parish Council
Wednesday, 6 June, 2007

Between 7.30pm and 8.50pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall
MINUTES

Present Apologies
John Hartshorne Chairman
Val Corbett Vice Chairman
Sarah Robson
Clive Emerson Absent
Ron Holden
Harry Scott

In attendance Copy to
Miss Emma Anderson Parish Clerk Cllr. Brian Corbett
Cllr. Brian Corbett Tynedale District Council Cllr. John Riddle
Cllr. John Riddle Northumberland County
Sgt Tony Laidler Northumbria Police
Mrs. Olga Hall
Mrs. Clare Martin Wild Redesdale
Nine residents of Brierley Gardens re Playground

2. Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the previous meeting, having been circulated, were accepted as a true record and signed 
by the Chairman.

3. Matters arising

a) item 1 to item 1.1d inclusive concerned the play ground and these were dealt with as one item.  The 
Chairman reminded the meeting that the Annual Village Inspection had reinforced concerns about 
ongoing vandalism to the playground and its untidy condition.  A letter from the Parish Council 
had been delivered to residents in Brierley Gardens and Willowgreen expressing these concerns. 
A number of responses had been received.  The residents of Brierley Gardens, while disagreeing 
with the tone of the letter, did wish to see positive action to protect the playground from 
vandalism and misuse and to provide a range of activities in the village which would support the 
needs of young people.  It was hoped that the Youth Service could be involved in this process. 
The residents, the Parish Council and the RTC Sports Centre were committed to making progress. 
All agreed that it was unacceptable to allow the condition of the play ground to deteriorate 
further.  The residents agreed to organise a meeting to discuss forming a Community Trust, such 
as that in Bellingham.

It was agreed: 1) to talk to Bellingham Community Trust for advice on forming a Trust in 
Otterburn and 2) that interested residents of Brierley Gardens would convene a meeting to make 
progress.

b) item 1:8/9: Review and status of public seating in the village:  The Chairman asked that a member of the 
Parish Council took responsibility to undertake an audit of all public seating in the village.  Ron 
Holden agreed to do this.

c)  item 1:10: Remedial work to recent installation of PC Joe Carroll Memorial Seat: Keith Robson had been 
contacted concerning the work required but had not yet undertaken the work.  His account would 
be held unpaid until the work was undertaken.
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d) item 1.11: Coping stones on wall at Otterburn Tower: The Chairman reported that he had spoken to John 
Goodfellow and had been assured that the work would be put in hand

e) item 3a: Otterburn Hall: The Vice Chairman reported that she had met with the Designated Map 
officers at Northumberland County Council and had provided them with all the relevant data 
collected from more than twenty people on footpath use in the area over the previous sixty years. 
There was some confidence that the footpaths would be included on the definitive map.  The 
chairman thanked the Vice Chairman for her work.  Members agreed.
Mrs. Olga Hall told members that the finger posts on the Otterburn Village Trail, where the path 
left the field and took the road towards Otterburn Camp, were misleading to walkers and sending 
them in the wrong direction.  The Chairman agreed to speak to the Northumberland National 
Park Authority to have the signs corrected.

f) item 3b: Bus shelter lighting: An electricity account had been received for £147.67 (£139.57 service 
charge and £8.10 electricity).  The Chairman would speak again to the electricity provider.

g) item 3c: Land opposite Carter Cottages: A meeting had been arranged for 21 June with the intention of 
progressing the footpath.

h) item 3e: Millennium Green: A letter proposing that the Parish Council become the Sole Trustee of the 
Millennium Green had been sent to Natural England.  

i) item 3f: Milecastle Housing (draft letter): The clerk had prepared the draft which had been agreed by the 
Chairman.

j) item 6a: Community Action Spring Meeting (Clerk’s report attached): The Chairman thanked the Clerk for 
attending the meeting and for her detailed report.

k) item 6c: Glasdon Chairs: This was dealt with in item 2b above.

l) item 7a: Reorganisation of Councils in Northumberland: Members agreed that a two-council structure 
was best for Northumberland

4. Finance

a) Parish Clerk’s pay and expenses for May 2007: It had been a particularly busy month for the Clerk. 
Her claim for salary (£168.00) and expenses (£24.58) was agreed.

b) Bank mandate (Change and/or add signatories): Changes to the Bank Mandate to reflect new and 
retiring members and the appointment of the new Clerk were agreed.

5. Planning

a) Plot 91 Willow Green: This proposal had been withdrawn.

b) The Cottage, Otterburn Hall: This proposal had been passed.

6. New business

a) Interactive Speed Limit sign: A letter had been received from Northumberland County Council stating 
the charges for installing interactive speed signs in the village.  Because of the coast involved it 
was agreed to approach the neighbouring Parish Councils of Tarset, Ridsdale, Bellingham and 
Elsdon to propose a meeting to ascertain if they would be prepared to share the cost.  Mrs. Martin 
suggested that it might be possible to cover some of the cost from tourism resources.  She would 
discuss the matter with Wild Redesdale.

b) Northumberland National Park Authority Representation: A voting form had been received from the 
Northumberland Association of Local Authorities asking the Parish Council to select one of two 
candidates to join the Northumberland National Park Authority as a Parish Council 
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representative.  Members agreed to support the election of Rachel Pearson of Tarset and 
Greystead Parish Council.

7. Any other business

a) Bowling Green: The Clerk had been approached by a resident seeking the creation of a bowling 
green in Otterburn.   Members agreed to refer the resident to the existing carpet bowls club to 
see if there was any support for the idea.

b) Parish Council Forum: A letter had been received from Tynedale Council detailing arrangements for 
a meeting in Hexham.  

8. Date, time and place of next meeting

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7pm on Wednesday, 4 July, 2007 at Otterburn 
Memorial Hall.
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